
1. Bristlecone Pine (Pinus aristata)
10 - 30’ tall, a small, bushy, evergreen tree, lean-
ing and twisted. Dark green needles in bundles 
of 5, 1 1/2” long, dusted with white resin dots.

2. Emerald Sunshine Elm (Ulmus propinqua)
25 - 30’ tall, vase-shaped. Deep-green corru-
gated leaves turn rich yellow in fall. Heat and 
drought tolerant, disease and wind resistant.

3. Heritage Oak (Quercus robur X macrocarpa)
50’ tall, deciduous and pyramid-shaped. Leaves 
dark and leathery, with rounded lobes. Dis-
ease-resistant and extremely tough.

4. Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens)
60 - 80’ tall, evergreen, with a broad, conical 
shape. Needles stiff, sharp and green-blue, 1” 
long. The state tree of Colorado.

5. Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra)
50 - 60’ tall, a dense strong evergreen. Needles 
4” long, in bundles of 2. Cones 3” long, brown 
and prickly. Bark grayish-yellow.

6. Rocky Mountain Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum)
15 - 30’ tall, evergreen, crown rounded to con-
ical. Leaves are short, overlapping gray-green 
scales. Small blue-purple berries. Native here.

7. Siberian Elm (Ulmus pumila)
50’ tall, deciduous. Leaves 1 1/2” long, seeds 
with a circular papery wing. Messy, brittle, and 
weedy. Not recommended for planting.

8. Scotch Pine (Pinus sylvestris)
25 - 50’ tall, evergreen with a curved trunk. 
Needles 2” long, blue-green, in bundles of 2. 
Cones 2”, not prickly.

9. Flowering Crabapple (Malus “Brandywine”)
20’ tall, an upright, hardy ornamental tree. 
Flowers rose-pink and fragrant, leaves maroon 
in fall.

Note:  Some tags are in the ground in front of 
the tree; others are hanging in lower branches.

10. Flowering Crabapple (Malus “Spring Snow”)
An upright ornamental tree, to 20’ tall. Flowers 
white and fragrant. Yellow fall color, no fruit.

11. Japanese Tree-lilac (Syringa reticulata)
15 - 30’ tall, deciduous. Creamy-white flowers 
in dense clusters. Leaves 5” long, wavy-edged 
and opposite.

12. Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
40 - 60’ tall, deciduous. Flowers white, showy 
and fragrant. Compound leaves with 7 - 9 leaf-
lets. Pods 3” long, flattened.

13. Western Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia)
Shrub to 15’ tall, deciduous. Flowers white, in 
clusters. Leaves 2” round, with coarse teeth. 
Fruit small, red-purple.

14. Hoptree (Ptelea trifoliata)
20’ tall, deciduous. Small fragrant green flowers. 
Leaves with 3 leaflets, fruit wafer-like. Host of 
Giant Swallowtail Butterfly larvae.

15. Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum)
50 - 80’ tall, rounded crown, pendulous branch-
es turn up at ends. Leaves palmate, green on 
top, silvery-white below, yellow fall color.

16. Greenspire Linden (Tilia cordata)
Leaves 2 1/2” hearts, dark-green. Small, fra-
grant yellow flowers in spring. Yellow fall color.

17. American Basswood Linden (Tilia americana)
50 - 80’ tall, pyramid-shaped. Fragrant green 
flowers in summer. Leaves 7” long, green and 
heart-shaped, golden in fall.

18. Burr Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
50’ tall, deciduous, with a broad, spreading 
form. Leaves dark-green, fiddle-shaped, 5 1/2” 
long. Drought resistant.



19. Flowering Pear (Pyrus calleryana)
30’ tall, neat conical shape. Showy white flowers 
in early spring. Dense, dark foliage of 2 1/2” 
oval leaves, red fall color.

20. Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
50 - 60’ tall, narrow rounded crown and rough, 
corky bark. Green flowers in spring, light-green 
leaves with uneven base. Yellow fall color.

21. Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
50 - 80’ tall, deciduous. Palmate leaves, fall foli-
age bright-yellow to deep-red. Bumper crop of 
seeds every other year.

22. Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa)
60 - 70’ tall, upright oval shape, evergreen. 
Needles 7” long, in bundles of 2 and 3. Rusty 
orange bark smells like butterscotch. Native.

23. Kentucky Coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus)
50 - 60” tall, spreading irregular form. Fragrant 
white flowers in spring, doubly compound 
leaves, yellow fall color.

24. Baldcypress (Taxodium distichum)
80’ tall, a deciduous conifer. Soft, feathery pale-
green needles. Cones 1” round.

25. Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea)
60 - 80’ tall, open crown. Leaves 6” long with 
7 bristle-tipped lobes. Magnificent fall color, 
brighter red than most oaks.

26. Columnar Oak (Quercus robur var. Fastigiata)
30 - 50’ tall, narrow dense columnar shape. 
Dark-green leaves turn a dramatic golden yel-
low in fall, then brown.

27. Mountain Maple (Acer spicatum)
10 - 25’ tall, spreading crown and short trunk. 
Small light-green leaves turn bright yellow to 
red in fall. Winged seeds turn brilliant rosy-red 
in summer.

28. Southwestern White Pine (Pinus strobiformis)
60 - 80’ tall, a slender straight evergreen. Nee-
dles 3 1/2” long in bundles of 5. Cones 8” long.

29. Mountain Ash (Sorbus aucuparia)
20 - 40’ tall, round-topped. Showy white flowers 
in spring, red berries attract birds. Leaves com-
pound, with small leaflets, red to yellow in fall.

30. Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos)
60 - 80’ tall, pyramidal form. 6” compound 
leaves with small leaflets, yellow fall color. Seed-
pods 8” long, reddish-brown.

31. Northern Catalpa (Catalpa speciosa)
40 - 60’ tall, oval to irregular form. Showy white 
flowers in spring. Giant heart-shaped leaves, 
yellow in fall. Seed pods 14” long.

32. Mugo Pine (Pinus mugo)
A small, bushy evergreen, to 20’ tall. Needles 
stiff, 2” long, in bundles of 2. Cones 1 1/2” 
round, lopsided.

33. Norway Maple (Acer platanoides)
40 - 50’ tall, rounded form, classic shade tree. 
Flowers yellow-green, leaves deep-green and 
palmate. Golden fall color.

34. Canada Red Chokecherry (Padus virginiana 
“Schubert”)
20’ tall, deciduous. Flowers white, in tubular 
clusters. Leaves 4” long, maroon-purple.

35. Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica)
40 - 60’ tall, deciduous. Leaves compound, 9” 
long, with 5 - 9 leaflets. Yellow fall color. Seed in 
1 1/2” long wing.

36. Douglas Fir (Pseudostuga menziesii)
50 - 80’ tall, evergreen and pyramid-shaped. 
Soft, blue-green needles. Cones with protruding 
3-point bracts.

37. Boxelder (Acer negundo)
60’ tall, deciduous, often with multiple trunks. 
Leaves compound, with 3 - 5 leaflets, yellow fall 
color. Seeds winged, V-shaped.

38. American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
50 - 70’ tall, spreading form with peeling bark. 
Leaves large, palmate, and dull green, yellow in 
fall. Fruit a 1 1/4” ball.

39. Chinquapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii)
40 - 50’ tall, deciduous. Glistening dark-green 
leaves with rounded teeth. Yellow-orange fall 
color, small acorns.

40. Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
80’ tall, deciduous. Leaves 7” long, with 7 bris-
tle-tipped lobes and red leafstalks. Acorns 1” 
long. Fall color reds and oranges.

View an online version of the  
Lyons Walking Arboretum brochure, 

including color illustrations of the 
tree leaves, flowers, and cones, at:  

www.townoflyons.com/186

Lyons Walking Arboretum 
A joint project between:

Lyons Ecology Advisory Board  
ecology@townoflyons.com

Rocky Mountain Botanic Gardens 
flowers@rmbg.org

  

Lyons Walking Arboretum
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Trees

Lyons Colorado is home to a wide variety of 
tree species that grow in our unique location 
at the foot of the Rocky Mountains where the 
North and South St. Vrain Creeks converge. 

Known tree plantings in Lyons date back to 
the early 1900s and we continue to add to our 
diversity every year. 

1908 - Newly planted trees at the old Lyons schoolhouse

Today - Mature trees at the now Lyons Redstone Museum

Lyons is proud to be a Tree City US


